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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for use in a cabl e television network to provide public, 
educational and governmental (PEG) programming pursuant to an agr ee ment with a local 
franchising authority for a local ar e a , the method comprising: 

providing a PEG channel in a channel lineup for a [[the]] local area in accordance with 
the local franchising authority agr ee ment ; 

providing backdrop programming on the PEG channel , th e backdrop programming b e ing 
g e neral local int e rest programming provided by th e cable tel e vision n e twork ; 

determining an availability of locally produced PEG programming; and 

responsive to determining that w hen the locally produced PEG programming is available 
and intended for local transmission broadcast , unconditionally preempting the backdrop 
programming and providing the locally produced PEG programming on the PEG channel ther e by 
providing th e locally produced PEG programming against a backdrop of g e n e ral local inter e st 
programming provid e d by the cable t e l e vision network . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the locally produced PEG 
programming is created via local public access to the cable television network. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the locally produced PEG 
programming is created via educational access to the cable television network. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the locally produced PEG 
programming is created via local governmental access to the eaWe television network. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the eafele television network 
encompasses a plurality of local areas, wherein (PEG) programming is provided on the PEG 
channel to die [[a]] local area pursuant to an agre e m e nt with a corresponding local franchising 
authority , and wherein the backdrop programming g e n e ral local int e rest programming is 
provided on PEG channels for multiple local areas. 
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6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the cabl e television network 
includes a video on demand (VOD) platform, the VOD platform including a library of locally 
produced PEG programming, the method further comprising: 

providing locally produced PEG programming on demand with the VOD platform, 
wherein the locally produced PEG programming on demand is selectable by a subscriber. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the cabl e television network 
includes a high speed data (HSD) platform, the HSD platform including a library of locally 
produced PEG programming, the method further comprising: 

providing locally produced PEG programming on demand with the HSD platform, 
wherein the locally produced PEG programming on demand is selectable by a subscriber. 

8. (Currently Amended) A method for use in a cable television network to provide public, 
educational and governmental (PEG) programming pursuant to agr ee ments with local 
franchising authorities for local ar e as , the method comprising: 

providing a PEG channel in the channel lineup for each local area as required by th e 
corr e sponding local franchising authority agr e ement ; 



providing backdrop programming on each PEG channel , th e backdrop programming 

being general local int e rest programming provid e d by th e cabl e t e l e vision n e twork ; 

for each local area having a PEG channel, determining an availability of locally produced 
PEG programming; and 

responsive to determining that w hen the locally produced PEG programming is available 
and intended for local transmission broadcast in a particular local area having the PEG channel, 
unconditionally preempting the backdrop programming and providing the locally produced PEG 
programming on the PEG channel in the particular local area th e reby providing th e locally 
produced PEG programming against a backdrop of general local int e r e st programming provid e d 
by th e cable television network . 
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9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8 wherein the locally produced PEG 
programming is created via local public access to the cabl e television network. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8 wherein the locally produced PEG 
programming is created via educational access to the cabl e television network. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8 wherein the locally produced PEG 
programming is created via local governmental access to the cable television network. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8 wherein the backdrop programming 
gen e ral local int e rest programming is provided on PEG channels for multiple local areas. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8 wherein the cabl e television network 
includes a video on demand (VOD) platform, the VOD platform including a library of locally 
produced PEG programming, the method further comprising: 

providing locally produced PEG programming on demand with the VOD platform, 
wherein the locally produced PEG programming on demand is selectable by a subscriber. 

1 4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8 wherein the cabl e television network 
includes a high speed data (HSD) platform, the HSD platform including a library of locally 
produced PEG programming, the method further comprising: 

providing locally produced PEG programming on demand with the HSD platform, 
wherein the locally produced PEG programming is selectable by a subscriber. 

15. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for signal distribution in a cable television network 
comprising: 

an interface that is configured to receive backdrop programming gen e ral local int e r e st 
content from a first source and to receive locally produced content from a second source; and 

a processing module configured to be connected to the interface and configured to 
perform: 

providing a channel in a channel lineup for a [[the]] local area in accordanc e with 
th e local franchising authority agr e ement ; 
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providing the backdrop programming on the channel , the backdrop programming 

comprising th e general local interest cont e nt from the first source; 

determining an availability of the locally produced content from the second 
source; and 

responsive to determining that w hen the locally produced content is available and 
intended for local transmission broadcast , unconditionally preempting the backdrop 
programming and providing the locally produced content on the channel to provid e 
locally produced programming against a backdrop of g e neral local interest programming 
provided by the cabl e t e levision network . 

16. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 15, wherein: 

the interface is configured to connect to a video on demand (VOD) platform, the VOD 
platform including a library of locally produced programming; and 

the processing module is further configured to perform: 

providing locally produced programming on demand with the VOD platform, the 
locally produced programming on demand being selectable by a subscriber. 

17. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 15, wherein: 

the interface is configured to connect to a high speed data (HSD) platform, the HSD 
platform including a library of locally produced PEG programming; and 

the processing module is further configured to perform: 

providing the locally produced PEG programming on demand with the HSD 
platform, the locally produced PEG programming on demand being selectable by a 
subscriber. 

18. (Currently Amended) A method for use in a cabl e television network to provide 
programming pursuant to an agreem e nt with a local franchising authority for a local ar e a , the 
method comprising: 




5 



Amendment Dated 1 1/09/2009 

Response to Office Action Dated 06/09/2009 



Application No. 10/731,795 
Attorney Docket No. 007412.0101 



providing a channel in a channel lineup for a [[the]] local area in accordanc e with the 
local franchising authority agreement ; 

providing backdrop programming on the channel , the backdrop programming being 
gen e ral local int e rest programming provid e d by th e cable television network ; 

determining an availability of locally produced programming; and 

responsive to determining that w hen the locally produced programming is available and 
intended for local transmission broadcast , unconditionally preempting the backdrop 
programming and providing the locally produced programming on the channel th e reby providing 
the locally produced programming against a backdrop of g e n e ral local int e r e st programming 
provid e d by th e cabl e t e l e vision n e twork . 

1 9. (Currently Amended) A method for use in a eaWe television network to provide 
programming pursuant to agreements with local franchising authoriti e s for local areas , the 
method comprising: 



providing a channel in the channel lineup for each local area as requir e d by the 

corresponding local franchising authority agreem e nt ; 

providing backdrop programming on each channel , the backdrop programming being 
g e n e ral local int e rest programming provid e d by th e cabl e t e l e vision network ; 

for each local area having a channel, determining an availability of locally produced 
programming; and 

responsive to determining that when the locally produced programming is available and 
intended for local transmission broadcast in a particular local area having the channel, 
unconditionally preempting the backdrop programming and providing the locally produced 
programming on the channel in the particular local area th e r e by providing the locally produced 
programming against a backdrop of g e neral local interest programming provided by th e cabl e 
tel e vision n e twork . 




6 



